ii2       THE INSPIRATIONS OF HISTORIANS

Japanese historian, Yosoburo Takekoshi, in his preface to his book The
Economic Aspects of the History of the Civilisation of Japan.1

'When Viscount Motono, who was Japanese Ambassador in Paris be-
tween 1901 and 1906, met Monsieur Gustave Le Bon, a distinguished
evolutionist, the latter referred to the recent rise of Japan as marvellous
and unparalleled in the World's history, and compared her progress to
that of a comet which flashes across the sky, but pursues an irregular
orbit, is dangerous to approach, and [is] extremely uncertain as to its ap-
pearance and disappearance. Japan, he further commented, like the
comet, may some day abruptly pass away from sight yonder beneath the
horizon. In reply, Viscount Motono pointed out that Japan had not ap-
peared on the sky with any such abruptness as Monsieur Le Bon appeared
to think; that, on the contrary, she had, through her long history, passed
through various stages of progress till finally she emerged on the stage of
the World's theatre fully prepared and ready to play her part, Her rise had
only followed its natural course. Monsieur Le Bon thereupon urged the
publication of a work dwelling upon Japan's progress; and, when sub-
sequently Viscount Motono was home on leave, he told me of his inter-
view with Monsieur Le Bon, and suggested that I should write a Japanese
history to enlighten not only Monsieur Le Bon himself but many others
in Europe who might entertain a similar idea regarding Japan/

This suggestion of Viscount Motono's, arising out of his account of his
conversation with Le Bon, duly sowed in his interlocutor's mind the
seed of an intellectual enterprise which was retarded, without being
choked, by the thorny political career in which the future author of the
suggested work was involved for the next nine years or more. As soon as
Yosoburo Takekoshi had been compulsorily discharged from political
life through his failure to retain his seat in the Japanese Diet at the
General Election of AJX 1915, he took up in earnest the long delayed
project and completed it in the course of the five years ending on the
25th November, 1920, when he wrote the preface in which he has re-
corded the book's genesis. The muse's part in this case had been played
neither by a catastrophic public event nor by a poignant personal ex-
perience at first-hand, but by a report of a personal encounter between
two other living minds.
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